
  
 
 
 
 

Special Olympics Partners With Mission Valley SELPA 
 
PLEASANT HILL, Calif. – This school year, special education students in the Fremont, Newark and New Haven school districts will 
get to experience the joy of competing in sports as the trio of school districts join the Special Olympics Northern California Schools 
Partnership Program. The three districts comprise the Mission Valley Special Education Local Plan Area [SELPA], which serves 
5,000 special education students.  
 
“We’re thrilled to welcome Mission Valley SELPA to our Schools Partnership Program family,” Special Olympics Vice President Cathy 
Domanski-DeVries said. “Our Schools Partnership Program is all about educating and training for life through sports, and we’re 
looking forward to bringing the spirit of Special Olympics to both general and special education students in Mission Valley.” 
 
Through the Schools Partnership Program, over 4,600 special education students receive training and compete in three sports – 
soccer, basketball and track & field – during the school day. For many of the intellectually disabled students, this is the first time they 
have played sports, and confidence they gain transcends the playing field to better the classroom and their lives. An additional 
component of the program known as whole-school involvement sees non-disabled students volunteer with the special education 
students as well as organize activities to promote unity and respect in their schools. 
 
Mission Valley SELPA will kick off the pilot year with soccer in the fall.  
 
“We are thankful for the opportunity of partnering with Special Olympics Northern California to bring this exciting event to Mission 
Valley SELPA,” Mission Valley SELPA director Judith Cameron said. “This is an exciting chance for our students to physically 
participate in a number of events that typically aren’t readily available to them. It’s also an opportunity to bring ability awareness to 
our general education population and provide a common ground as we work together in this endeavor.” 
 
In the state of California, SELPAs are small groups of school districts that combine as one unit to share resources for special 
education purposes. Mission Valley is the second SELPA to link with the Schools Partnership Program after the Tri-Valley SELPA – 
Dublin, Pleasanton and Livermore school districts – signed with Special Olympics last year. 
 
About Special Olympics Northern California’s Schools Partnership Program 
This education program in K-12 public schools unifies disabled and non-disabled students and sees 4,600 special education 
students train and compete in three sports with the involvement and support of 2,300 general education peers. Sports offer a 
common ground for all special and general education students, many of whom have never had positive social interactions with each 
other. Students organize campus activities to create climates of inclusion, acceptance and respect for all. Via whole-school 
involvement, general education students engage with the special education students in the classroom as well as during training and 
competition. Many of the disabled students have never played sports before, and the support of their schoolmates and families 
builds confidence and self-esteem that carries into the classroom and adulthood. Special Olympics Northern California provides a 
grant to a school district or county to offset the program’s cost. The program is currently active in 200 schools throughout San 
Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo and Fresno counties and the Tri-Valley area. Find out more at 
www.SchoolPartnershipProgram.org or www.SONC.org. Visit our blog www.OurUnifiedSchools.com. 
 
About the Mission Valley Special Education Local Plan Area 
The Mission Valley Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) provides full educational opportunity through coordinated 
programs and services to disabled students residing within its boundaries. The Mission Valley SELPA is composed of Fremont 
Unified School District, New Haven Unified School District, and Newark Unified School District. The Regional Policy Board is the 
governing body of the Mission Valley SELPA. The Regional Policy Board is composed of six voting members. Each local 
education agency governing board of education appoints one member to its annual organizational meeting. Superintendents of 
the participating local education agencies are members of the Regional Policy Board. 
 
Special Olympics Media Contact: Anna Oleson-Wheeler/annaow@sonc.org/925-944-8801, ext. 225 


