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Special Olympics Nevada To Host Unified Track and Field Meet 
 

More than 1,850 special education student-athletes and non-disabled peers expected to participate 
 

LAS VEGAS – Clark County special education students will compete alongside their non-disabled peers at the 2013 Unified Track and 
Field meet, organized by Special Olympics Nevada and the Clark County School District Adapted Physical Education Department. The 
track meet – which is the nation’s largest sporting event that pairs special education and mainstream students – will take place May 2-3 
at Cheyenne High School in Las Vegas. 
 
The 11th annual interscholastic competition created specifically for special education students and their non-disabled peers will feature 
more than 1,850 students this year. The elementary and secondary student-athletes will compete in three different track and field 
disciplines – running, javelin throw and shot put. Competing side-by-side, the ratio of special education students to non-disabled peers 
is 1:1, making this competition the largest unified sporting event in the country. 
 
The first day’s events will begin at 10 a.m. with opening ceremonies, featuring the national anthem sung by a Clark County special 
education student-athlete and the Flame of Hope carried around the track by local law enforcement. Every student athlete will be 
recognized for their achievements by receiving a Special Olympics Nevada participation ribbon. Additionally, once the times are tallied, 
the top schools will be awarded with trophies. 
 
“Thanks to this event, we have seen an indelible impact on over a decade of students,” Special Olympics CEO Rick Collett said. “By 
bringing together students of all types of backgrounds, this meet helps foster communities of inclusion with respect for all. The skills 
learned and bonds formed here rise above the track and field setting to ripple throughout the community.” 
 
The Unified Track and Field Meet is made possible in part by the generosity of Caesars Foundation, along with Cox Charities. For more 
information, please visit NevadaSchoolGames.org. To see photos from the 2s012 Unified Track and Field Meet, please visit 
www.Flickr.com/SONevada. 
 
Tentative Schedule of Events: 
Thursday, May 2 
10-10:15 a.m.: Opening Ceremonies 
10:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m.: Elementary student-athletes compete 
Friday, May 3 
9 a.m.-Noon: Secondary student-athletes compete 
 
About Special Olympics Schools Partnership Program 
Celebrating 11 years in southern Nevada, the Special Olympics Schools Partnership Program is a unique education program available 
in the Clark County School District (CCSD). Sports offer a common ground for all special and general education students, many of 
whom have never had positive social interactions with each other. Students organize campus activities to create climates of inclusion, 
acceptance and respect for all. Via Project UNIFY, general education students engage with the special education students in the 
classroom as well as during training and competition. Many of the disabled students have never played sports before, and the support 
of their schoolmates and families builds confidence and self-esteem that carries into the classroom and adulthood. Special Olympics 
Nevada provides a grant to CCSD to offset the program’s cost. Find out more about how Special Olympics is educating and preparing 
for life through sports at www.SchoolPartnershipProgramNevada.org or www.SONV.org 
 


